
 

10 day Elephant Trunks and Kalahari Desert Horse Riding Safari 

From USD 7 408 pp sharing  

Maun – Maun (Mobile & Fly-in) 

Daily Departures (subject to availability)  

 

Day 1, 2, 3, 4: Okavango Delta 

Day 5, 6, 7, 8, 9: Makgadikgadi Pans National Park  

Day 10: Maun 

 

Highlights 

Get up close and personal with the very entertaining meerkats of the Kalahari! 

Sail along the crystal clear lagoons and winding waterways of the Okavango Delta by mokoro 

Nature walks accompanied by a professional guide and tracking game in open 4x4 safari vehicles 

Get up close and personal with elephants on your elephant experience at Stanley’s Camp 

Enjoy a scenic flight over the Delta from either Nxabega Okavango Tented Camp or Sandibe 

Okavango Safari Lodge 

 

This safari was specially created for avid photographers, romantic travellers, wildlife enthusiasts, 

stargazers, horse riders and Africa addicts 

 

Itinerary 

 

Day 1, 2: Okavango Delta 

Upon your arrival at Maun Airport you will be met and assisted onto your light aircraft flight to 

Sanctuary Stanley’s Camp. Set among ebony and sausage trees, overlooking the Boro River,  

Sanctuary Stanley’s Camp is located on a 260 000 acre private concession bordering the Moremi 

Game Reserve. The natural wonders of the area constantly change with the seasons from lush green 

when the rain flows down the Angolan highlands, to dry savannah when the neighbouring Kalahari 

Desert tightens its grip on the terrain. The camp is home to the unique Living with Elephants 

interaction. Walking with a trio of orphaned elephants is an uplifting experience and one that will 

remain with you long after you’ve left. Adventures include twice-daily game drives on the private 

concession, informative guided walking safaris, mokoro (dug-out canoe) safaris and a unique 

opportunity to interact with elephants. 

Spend two nights at Sanctuary Stanley’s Camp, in a classically-styled Tent (includes all meals, local 

beverages, scheduled activities – including an elephant interaction, laundry, medical evacuation 

insurance) 

 

Day 3, 4: Okavango Delta 

Today you will be flown to either Nxabega Okavango Tented Camp or Sandibe Okavango Safari 

Lodge – the choice is all yours! The Okavango Delta consists of a maze of crystal clear lagoons, 

meandering channels and overgrown islands teeming with wildlife. Adapted for a life in and out of the 

water, the elegant red lechwe and shy sitatunga are found in this watery wilderness. Leopard, 

cheetah, lion and African wild dog share the floodplains with large herds of elephant and buffalo. 

Hippos inhabit the deeper channels and lagoons, while honey badgers can be seen in broad daylight. 

Tall termite mounts are homes for families of dwarf and banded mongoose. 

Spend two nights at Nxabega Okavango Tented Camp, in an East African-style Safari Tent (includes 

all meals, soft drinks, house wine, local brand spirits and beers, tea and coffee, scheduled activities, 

laundry, emergency medical evacuation insurance) 

Adventures include meandering along the floodplains of the Delta by mokoro (dugout canoe), 

exploring the deeper channels by motor boat, nature walks accompanied by a professional guide or 



 

tracking game in an open 4x4 safari vehicle. The added highlight of an early evening spotlit game 

drive assures you of an unforgettable wildlife experience in Botswana 

Alternatively... 

Spend two nights at Sandibe Okavango Safari Lodge, in an African-inspired Cottage Tent (includes all 

meals, soft drinks, house wine, local brand spirits and beers, tea and coffee, scheduled activities, 

laundry, emergency medical evacuation insurance) 

Adventures include twice-daily game drives in open 4x4 safari vehicles, bush walks, boating 

excursions in the Delta, bird watching and stargazing. For relaxation there is a hammock, which 

sways in the trees on the upper deck of the guest area and a shaded plunge pool. 

 

Day 5: Makgadikgadi Pans National Park 

After breakfast you will catch your light aircraft transfer to Tsigaro airstrip. Upon landing you will be 

met and driven to your camp in the Makgadikgadi National Park. The Makgadikgadi Pans span 

16 000 km2 and are the largest saltpans in the world!  It is amazing to see one of Africa’s biggest 

zebra populations in this vista of white sand and salt. When rains fall during the wet season the pans 

are filled with water, and attract large flocks of flamingos as well as big herds of zebra, wildebeest and 

springbok – followed closely by predators, making for excellent game viewing. 

Camp Kalahari is tucked away on Brown Hyena Island, amongst the dappled shade of acacia and 

mokolwane palms. Here guests can take in the stark beauty of the Kalahari region from the comfort of 

their Meru-style tents. Guests can tuck into mouth-watering Pan African dishes, served in the elegant 

dining room. A well-stocked library and comfortable sitting areas add to the guests’ delight. The camp 

offers wonderful adventures such as guided walks with Bushmen trackers, excursions to Green’s 

Baobab (one of the famous historical baobabs in the area), scenic nature drives and the opportunity 

to interact with locals at their friendly markets. Head off after tea in the beautiful afternoon light, for an 

introductory ride – primarily to match horse and rider but also your first opportunity to experience the 

beauty of this magical area. Return to camp for sundowners followed by dinner, and to kraal the 

horses close by, before the lions of the Kalahari commence on their nightly prowling. 

Overnight at Camp Kalahari, in a Meru-style tent (includes all meals, local beverages, tea and coffee, 

scheduled activities, expert guiding and laundry) 

* If you don’t want to partake in horse riding, you can book a 5 night stay at Camp Kalahari, and 

partake in the other activities the camp has on offer. 

 

Day 6: Makgadikgadi Pans National Park 

Up with the dawn, a light breakfast is followed by a long morning ride through the “land of a thousand 

islands”. Stranded on the ancient lakebed, these sand dunes covered in palm trees are one of the 

most beautiful and fascinating areas of the Botswana wilderness. Return to the camp for lunch and 

rest through the heat of the day in the welcoming shade of the camel thorn trees, or cool off in the 

camp swimming pool. After tea, head off by vehicle to see some unique species such as springbok, 

gemsbok, red hartebeest and the elusive brown hyena; these consummate desert specialists survive 

in arid areas where both food and water are scarce. Enjoy a night game drive back to camp with the 

aid of a spot light, to arrive back at Camp Kalahari for dinner. 

Overnight at Camp Kalahari, in a Meru-style tent (includes all meals, local beverages, tea and coffee, 

scheduled activities, expert guiding and laundry) 

 

Day 7: Makgadikgadi Pans National Park 

Today is a long ride eastwards towards Xau Xai Fly Camp, so an early start is imperative. Be sure to 

pack a few essentials for the next two days’ adventure. The journey takes us away from the edge of 

the Pans and through the mopane and acacia woodlands interspersed with short grasslands allowing 

for lovely, long relaxed canters. Whilst the area is rich in birds of prey, bustards, korhaans and 

numerous other unusual dry woodland bird species, there is also a chance that we might sight kudu 

and the odd elephant bull. By lunchtime we reach the famous Greens Baobab proudly positioned 



 

alongside the well-travelled Missionary Road, traversed by David Livingstone on his journeys to the 

north. Break for lunch at the adjacent Gutsa Pan under a stand of palm trees where we may find 

Stone Age artefacts and the hunting blinds used over millennium by the Bushmen. Siesta through the 

midday heat and after tea we will continue the journey to Xau Xai Fly Camp. Camp will be made up of 

comfortable dome tents, a central mess tent, loo’s and bucket showers. Enjoy a long cool drink as you 

watch the sunset followed by dinner out under the magnificent Kalahari sky. 

Overnight at Xau Xai Fly Camp, in a mobile fly-tent (includes all meals, local beverages, tea and 

coffee, scheduled activities, expert guiding and laundry) 

 

Day 8: Makgadikgadi Pans National Park 

Wake up to a steaming hot cup of coffee and a light breakfast, before heading off on your horses in 

search of some of the Kalahari’s most fascinating inhabitants, the meerkats. With our horses tethered 

we will proceed on foot in to the midst of the group. Due to an ongoing habituation programme it is 

possible for us to get up close and personal with these captivating creatures. Remember, they are not 

tame – just used to our non-threatening presence. On chilly mornings you might well find a meerkat 

snuggling up to you for warmth. Or, in the absence of a termite mound of tree, using your head as a 

sentry lookout post... By spending quality time with these incredibly social, superbly adapted animals, 

you will be able to see how they interact with each other and their environment. You also get the 

chance to see the desert through the eyes of a meerkat – which, despite the fact that it’s only a foot 

off the ground, is a pretty spectacular vantage point, and definitely one of the most special and 

memorable game experiences you will encounter in Botswana! As the day warms up we leave to 

meerkats to continue their foraging. Mount up and follow the well-worn trails that lead to the resident 

herd of zebra and large congregations of ostriches attracted to the area by permanent freshwater in 

hidden waterholes. Return to Xau Xai for lunch, a refreshing shower and a siesta in the shade of the 

mess tent. In the late afternoon take a walk to a nearby permanent waterhole to look for many of the 

Kalahari’s special bird species and, as the sun sets, watch hundreds of sand grouse fly in for a drink. 

Return to camp for another beautiful evening under a Kalahari sky with a delicious dinner around the 

campfire. 

Overnight at Xau Xai Fly Camp, in a mobile fly-tent (includes all meals, local beverages, tea and 

coffee, scheduled activities, expert guiding and laundry) 

 

Day 9: Makgadikgadi Pans National Park 

As the dawn greets this extraordinary landscape and the last of the stars disappear, wake for alight 

breakfast before mounting up and heading homewards at a fast pace – sometime riding along the 

edge of the Pans and at other times heading into the woodlands and open grasslands where the 

zebra and wildebeest graze. From a great distance the famous Chapman’s Baobab appears on the 

horizon. Also known as the Seven Sisters, it is acknowledged to be one of the largest trees in Africa, 

measuring 25 meters around its girth, and was the campsite of early explorers like Livingstone and 

Selous when they pioneered the area. It is near here that we break for lunch before our final ride back 

across the grasslands and into camp. As the sun dips below the horizon and the last light fades, we 

will be sure to dwell on these amazing past few days. Incredible scenery, memorable wildlife 

encounters and above all – superb riding! Arrive at Camp Kalahari in time for a refreshing shower and 

a final Camp Kalahari lamp lit dinner. 

 

Day 10: Maun 

The horses are loaded early and trucked to their home base in Maun. Commence on an early 

morning walk with Zu/’hoasi Bushmen trackers. Offering a window into the past, they teach us how 

they have survived in this harshest of environments, using their vast and ancient knowledge of plants, 

animal behaviour and survival skills. After a mouth watering breakfast you will depart on your 

scheduled light aircraft flight to Maun. Your safari has come to an end. 

 



 

Rates: 

 

6 January – 31 March 

USD 7 408 per person sharing  

Single supplement rate: upon request 

 

1 April – 14 June; 1 November – 31 December 

USD 8 108 per person sharing 

Single supplement rate: upon request 

 

1 5 – 30 June; 1 September - 31 October 

USD 9 578 per person sharing 

Single supplement rate: USD 820 for occupying a single room / tent 

 

1 July – 31 August 

USD 9 864 per person sharing 

Single supplement rate: USD 950 for occupying a single room / tent 

 

Included 

Meet and greet service at Maun International Airport; accommodation inclusions as per the itinerary 

above; all scheduled inter-lodge flights: Maun / Pom Pom or Chitabe / Tsigaro / Maun; airport 

departure taxes; all scheduled road transfers; all scheduled lodge activities; Elephant experience at 

Stanley’s Camp; Scenic flight at either Nxabega Okavango Tented Camp or Sandibe Okavango 

Safari Lodge; Botswana National Park fees; emergency medical evacuation insurance 

 

Excluded 

Any meals and drinks not included in itinerary above; any additional activities; any delays or 

diversions due to bad weather or any other reason that might affect the safety of the aircraft and/or 

the passengers; curio shop purchases; personal and medical insurance; personal items; international 

flights; visas (if applicable); tips and portages 

 

Important Information 

Rates are subject to a minimum of 2 people travelling 

Horse Riding Safari is subject to a minimum of 4 guests for a minimum of 5 nights, with set departures 

Single traveller supplement and child rates will be quoted on request 

Validity periods are as specified above – should a booking fall over two rate periods the rate will 

change and we reserve the right to re-quote 

The rates quoted above are subject to change without prior warning, if there are any increases in bed 

levies, park fees, fuel, sales tax or VAT, third-party services or any other circumstances beyond our 

control in the countries featured in this quote 

Our trading terms apply 

Additional activities not included in this quote are for clients’ own expense 

 

 

 

 


